

















THE 


WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 





For MONDAY, November 3, 1800. 





Narrative of a remarkable Murder committed at Leicefter. 


N the town of Leicefter there are now the remains of a 
very old houfe, formerly the Old Blue Boar Inn, where 

Richard the Third lodged previous to the battle of Bof- 
worth, inthe year 1485, and whence he iffued to that fatal 
conteft which put an end to the long and bloody contention 
between the houfes of York and Lancafter. The King was 
killed in the battle; his body, befmeared with gore, was 
{tripped naked, thrown acrofs a horfe, carried to Leicefter 
for interment, and his ftone coffin was afterwards converted 
intoa horfe-trough, belonging to the largeft inn in the town. 

At this ancient houfe a fingular affair happened, which is 
thus recorded by Sir John Twifden, who had the particulars 
from perfons of veracity : 

A bedftead, which Richard had brought with him, was fet 
up for him to lay upon, and remained there when he marched 
tothe field of battle. After his death, no perfon ever came 
to demand this bedftead, which was very large, ftrong, and 
heavy ; it therefore became confidered as a fixture belonging 
to the inn, and was transferred accordingly from landlord to 
landlord with the leafe of the houfe. 

After many perfons had occupied the inn, without any 
great notice being taken of the bedftead, it came into the 
pofleflion of a very induftrious couple, and the rocm in 
which the bedflead was fixed they appropriated to their own 
ule. The good woman being one day very bufy in cleaning 
this chamber, by accident ftruck the breem with confiderable 
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force againft the bedftead, and was immediately furprifed by 
hearing money jingle on the ground. Looking under the 
bed, the found feveral broad pieces of gold, which increafing 
her furprife, fhe called her hufband, and acquainted him with 
the whole affair. The man was as much furprifed as his 
wife, and both being very curious to unravel this my fterious 
affair, and difcover fome more coin if poflible, they im- 
racdiately ftripped the bed-clothes from off the bedftead. 
Then fearching narrowly, they perceived a kind of door, 
which the ftroke of the broom had juft forced open; on 
which they opened it quite, where totheir great joy many 
other pieces tumbled out. They now found, that what they 
had taken to be folid wood was hollow within, the whole 
cavity being filled with broad pieces of gold. They im. 
mediately fecured their treafure, which amounted to a great 
fum. ‘The pieces were all frefh, andof the coin of Richard 
the Third. They, however; imprudently, made the affair 
quite public, through an avaricious defign of difpofing of 
the pieces for confiderably more than their intrinfic value. 
‘The rumour of this affair brought many of the nobility and 
gentry to the inn. ‘Thas the cuftom was not only greatly 
increafed, but ten guineas were frequently given for a fingle 
piece by thofe who made their opulence fubfervient to their 
curiofity. Thus the innkeeper grew extremely rich; but 
being of anavaricious temper, he would not quit his inn, ot 
facrifice his interelt to his eafe. His opulence, however, 
gave him importance, fo that he was deemed one of the mo 
confiderable men in the town of Leicefter, and was once 
eleéted Mayor. At length he died, an 
wealth, concerning which he had been fo many years fo- 
licitous, to his wife, whofe difpofition being fimilar to her 
hufband’s, fhe likewife kept on the inn, though fhe was neat 
feventy years of age. 
At length the imagination of her immenfe riches proved a 
nptation to accomplith her deftruétion, and induced four 
cked wretches to lay a fcheme not only to rob her, but to 
murder her likewile, in order to prevent difcovery. 
Among the four who had confptred to deflroy her wasa 
maid-fervant, who had lived with her for many years, and 
her waiter, who had agreed, after the accomplifhment of their 
villany, to retire to fome diftant part of the kingdom to be 
married, and live at eafe upon thee ill-got treafure. Onthe 
fatal mght appointed, they with their vile affociates, two 1n- 
digent townfmen, perpetrated the horrid deed, by cutting 
the old woman’s throat from ear to car! The bloody att was 
performed 
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performed by her maid-fervant, to whom fhe had been re- 


ae markably kind, and indeed at her death, which could not 
afing | have been very far off according to the common courfe ot 
with nature, fhe intended to bequeath her a confiderable legacy. 
s his | Thus, by having a little patience, fhe would have been pof- 
rious feffled, without guilt, of more than what came to her fhare by 
‘im. | imbruing her hands in the blood of her innocent miftrefs. 


bead. They were, however, all greatly baulked in their expetta- 
tions, for the old lady had, but a little time before, put 


loor, org 
: on out her money to ufe, fo that they found but a trifle in the 
any houfe. They took, however, what money they could, and 
hey packing up plate, linen, wearing apparel, and the moft 
hole valuable moveables, they put all into a cart which they had 
-, got in waiting forthe purpole, and drove away in the middle 
réat of the night, leaving all the houfe faft except a back-doar. 
ard In the morning, the people of the town were amazed that 
Eave the inn was not open at the ufual time. When noon arrived, 
af the inn ftill continued fhut, as if it was the dead of night, 
ue. and many travellers were at the fame time waiting about the 
ind door for entertainment for them{felves and cattle.. This 
tly raifed many fufpicions, but at length feveral of the neigh- 
ale bours applied to the Mayor of Leicefter, and informed him 
a of their conjeGiures. ‘The Mayor, with proper officers, re- 
vat paired to the place, and finding the back-door open, they 
or entered, and foon difcovered that the people’s furmifes were 
.t but too true, when they perceived that the houfe was ftripped, 
i and the hoflefs barbaroully murdered. A hue and cry wa: 
immediately raifed, and the alffatlins were fo hotly purfued, 





thatthey were al! apprehended the fame evening, and brought 


le 

>. back to Leicefler, together with the property they had ftolen. 
rf They were lodged in the jail till the aflizes, when they were 
: all condemned, the three men to be hanged, and the woman 
A > ’ 


tobe burnt. ‘Their fentence was executed accordingly, and 
P they died unlamented. 
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NARROW ESCAPE of a WELCH BOY. 
a 
| Or the 6th of Ofober, 1800, about four leagues from 
7 the coaft of North Wales, the people on board one dt 
. the Liverpool traders then on her paflage to Dublin, picked 


up a drifting boat, in which to their aftonifhment they tound 
a fine little boy, of eleven or twelve years of age, who was 
nearly exhaufied by the united effets of grief, cold, fear, 
and hunger, After he had been taken on ‘board, the'joy ot 
QF 2 having 
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having efcaped the dangers he was fo lately expofed to from 
the troubled ocean, and the confideration of being perhaps 
for ever feparated from his home, and intruded into the fo. 
ciety of ftrangers, whofe language even he did not know, 

completely overpowered the faculties of the poor creature; 

for fome time he remained in fullen filence, and could not 
be prevailed upon even to eat. At length, however, the 
kind treatment and good-natured folicitations of the Captain, 
communicated through the interpretation of a perfon on 
board who underflood the Welch tongue, prevailed on him 
to take fome refrefhment, and afterwards to communicate the 
following particulars of his life, and of the events that led to 
his late forlorn fituation : 

His father, who is a hufbandman in Caernarvonhhire, had 
this fon born to him previous to his marriage with the 
child’s mother, To avoid the fhame that would un- 
doubtedly be thrown on both parties had the conneétion 
kecome known, they determincd to fend this proof of it to 
fome diftance from home, and Lewis was accordingly put out 
to nurfe at a place fome miles from Dunvellyn.—Here he 
remained till a fhort time fince, when a quarrel happening 
between his father and his nurfe, (occafioned the child fays, 
by a refufal of his father to pay what fhe demanded) the 
latter fent the boy home; but Lewis met not there the warm 
welcome and ardent affe€tion he had been taught to expett, 
and that he had enjoyed in his nurfe’s hut: an abfence of 
eleven years had obliterated, in his conception at leaf, all 
paternal regard. Difguited therefore with his treatment, 
he left his father’s houfe on the Saturday before he was 
taken up by the veffel, and carelefs whither he was ftraying, 
he had wandered about twenty miles betore the evening 
Jowered. He had then reached Bangor Ferry ; where he 
fulicited from houfe to houfe that refrefhment and repofe he 
fo much ftood in need of, but in vain. Completely tired, 
he feated himfelf in a boat which was drawn high up on the 
beach to receive fome repairs; the fatigue foon enveloped 
him with the mantle of fleep, which was only undrawn fome 
hours after by the rough rocking of his crazy cradle; and 
he then only knew, that the extremely high tide of the 
preceding night had floated and borne off his lodging bark. 
Hunger and fatigue were now forgotten; and he was only 
a€tively alive to his perilous fituation. ‘The approach of 
every wave funk his confidence, which was again {peedily 
elevated at its retreat. Teazed thus by alternate hopes and 
fears for nearly thirty hours, his {ptrits became — 
e 
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hé funk beneath defpair, and was carelefs of, and almoft 
unconfcious to his fate, when refcued by the failors from 
deftrudtion. 

The Captain, with a generofity which does him honour, 
has adopted the foundling, to whofe furname he has already 
added that of his own. 





The Rev. Mr. Warner’s Account of his Vifit to Wookey- 


Hole, 


HE approach to Wookey-Hole is extremely fine. It 

exhibits adeep indentation in the fouth-weftern fide of 
Mendip Hills; the back formed by a broad face of perpen- 
dicular rock rifing to the height of two hundred feet, naked 
towards the top, but enriched with foliage and vegetation, 
thickening asthe cliff defcends. The fides confift of rocky 
fleeps, gradually rifing from the bottom of the dell, till they 
unite with the cliff above, entirely covered with wood. 
At the root of the rock which forms the back of this gloomy 
recefs, a thundering torrent iffues from an aperture of 
eleven yards in height, and fourteen in breadth, (impervious, 
however, on account of the ftream) and difcharges itfelf 
through the bottom, though rendered invifible by the deep 
fhade of the trees which over-canopy it. The road to the 
avern, made eafy and commodious by Mr. Tudway, of 
Wells, creeps along the fteep that forms the weftern fide of 
this hollow, and afcending very gradually, reaches a ledge of 
rock, about eighty feet above the level of the fiream below. 
Here a cavern opens its dire jaws “* wide, difcontinuous,” 
the interior of which is fafely fecured, by a door well 
locked, from the intrufion of the profane. Into this aper- 
ture I was introduced, by a guide provided with candles and 
Janthorn, For the firft twenty yards we purfued a range of 
galleries or paflages, fufficiently lofty to allow our walking 
upright. The cavern then afcends, but narrowing its breadth, 
and decreafing in height, it quickly dips again, and fpreads 
fuddenly into a grand opening called the kitchen, fo high as 
to prefent nothing to the eve but gloomy vacuity. To this 
fucceeds another cavern, called the parlour, more fpacious 
and Jofty than the former, where incruftations of whimfical 
forms, and more whimfical names, appear on all fides. 
Here fuperftition and imagination, working together, have 
made out a pillar of falt; an enormous petrified kidney ; 
a2 turn- 
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aturnf[pit dog; aflitchof bacon; and anold witch. Thelaf 
apartment is called the hall, an immenfe hollow, flretching one 
hundred feet in length and breadth, the bottom confifting for 
the moft part of fand, hard, fine,anddry. At the extremity of 
this the rock defcends to a pool of limpid water, and forbids 
any further refearch into its fecret recefles. 
I had no doubt that a place, fo well calculated for witches 
nd hobgoblins, had been peopled with thefe aftive gentry by 
the inhabitants of its neighbourhood, and queftioned my 
guide on the fubjeé&t. He affured me, however, that the 
cavern had never but one inmate, an old witch, who had 
monopolized the whole of it to herfelf. She had been 
turned, years ago, into a ftone, by a parfon, as fhe was coak- 
ing achild in her kitchen, which the had ftolen from the vil- 
lage ; but he had heard his grandmother fay, her father re- 
membered the wicked old woman, as well as the tricks fhe 
played ; how fhe would maim the cattle, bewitch the young 
maids, and torture the old people with cramps and twitches. 
Fortunately for the lovers of legend, the tradition related by 
my guide, has been refcued from the infatiable maw of ob- 
livion, by a modern poet [ Dr. Harrington, of Bath, in his 
poem entitled ““ The Witch of Wokey,} who has drawn 
out the oral tale into vifion, and fecured it to poflerity by an 
elegant verfification, the beauty of which will enfure its 
duration. 


Defcription of the Caftles of Saint Elmo and Dell Ow ; 
with the Mole and Port of Naples, Ge. 


By Roperr Freesainn, Land/cape-Painter. 


HE Caftle of St. Elmo is fituated upon a very confider- 

able eminence, and commands an interefting view of 
the city and port of Naples, with the whole of its extenfive 
bay, and the neighbouring iflands. 

Anciently, there was only a {mall tower on this mountain, 
more for the purpofe of obfervation than as a place of de- 
fence, and which was deflroyed in order to ereét a fortrels 
for the proteétionof Naples. It afterwards underwent great 
alterations by order of the Emperor Charles the Fifth, and 
by that monarch received important additions. 

This Caftle occupies a large extent, and is a place of con- 
fiderable importance, having a moft complete command of 
the city. A great part of the fortifications are cut out Os 
3 the 
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the mountain (which is compofed of rock), particularly thofe 
parts which look towards the eaft. Near the centre is a fine 
{quare, with numerous apartments for the garrifon. It is alfo 
plentifully fupplied with water, which is held in high eftima- 
tion on account of its extreme coldnefs;—a luxury of the 
firft importance ina warm climate. 

The batteries are excellently furnifhed with the finef 
pieces of ordnance, many of which are of brafs ; and the 
various magazines are well ftored with ammunition, and 
every other article neceflary for defence. 

It is faid that a fecret fubterraneous road leads from this, 
to the Caftle dell Ovo, which is a defcent of more than a 
mile in length. 

The Cattle dell Ovo is a pi€turefque building ere&ted upon 
arock, ata{mall diftance in the bay, and has a communica- 
tion with the city by abridge of more than two hundred paces 
in length. The rock upon which the Caitle now ftands, was 
formerly united to the hill oppofite (but had been feparated 
by an earthquake), upon the fummit of which ftood an ele- 
gant villa belonging to Lucullus, and in its neighbourhood 
were many excellent baths, much frequented by the an- 
cients. 

In this fortrefs are judicioufly difpofed a great number of 
the fineft artillery, which effectually command the harbour 
and {hipping. 

The Neapolitans {peak much of an immenfe piece of brafs 
ordnance, which is {aid to have carrieda ball of 120 pounds; 
it was however found from its extreme fize to be ufelefs, and 
was therefore deftroyed. 

Within the exterior wall of the Caftle is a beautiful tri- 
umphal arch, which was purpofely ere€&ted for the entry of 
Altonto the Firlt, after the conqueft of Naples ; and is the 
produétion of Pietro di Martino, a Milanefe architeét. They 
fhew a bronze gate, witha number of baffo-relievos, defcrip- 
tive of the exploits of the houfe of Arragon. As a proof 
of its ftrength, you are defired to obferve a cannon-ball that 
has penetrated into it, and which they allow to remain as an 
objeti of curiolity. 

From the parade you are condufted, by a noble flight of 
fteps, into the armoury, which isa ftately apartinent, and 
where arms are conftantly kept fufficient for fifty thoufand 
men. 

Contiguous to the Caflle are the arfenal, an excellent 
foundry for brafs cannen, and various otver maritime efta- 
blifhments. The mole is fpacious, and affords a fecure pro- 
tection 
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teétion to the fhipping: upon it is ereéted a tower of great 
height, called La Laaterna del Molo, which is every night 
brilliantly. illuminated for the fafety of the adventurous ma. 
riner. It is fome centuries fince’the light-houfe and mole 
were firft formed, both of which have, in more modern time, 
received confiderable improvements, which have’ afforded 
important advantages tothe city of Naples. 

A great number of thipping from all parts of Europe ar. 
rive here, bat more particularly from England, where mer. 
chants meet with an ample fale for their feveral commodities. 
We were affured from good authority, that the article of 
Birmingham-made dollars is no inconfiderable part of traffic ; 
and I believe it is not an entire fecret with thofe acquainted 
with the Mediterranean to fay, that it is cuftomary with fome 
Captains, occafionally to take from England a certain quan. 
tity (which are bought by weight), or at leaft fufhicient to pro- 
cure many conveniences while in port. 

The numerous aflemblage of foreigners from Europe, 
from the African coalt, from Conftantinople, and the Greek 
iflands, aflords a variety of character, both in drefs and man- 
ners, not frequently to be met with; and which afford ob- 
jeéts highly interefting tothe artift: here he has an admirable 
opportunity of ftudying the contraft of figure and drefs of 
the different nations, who meet at this mart of commerce. 

The dreffes of the Africans and Greeks are truely piétu- 
refque, arifing froma variety and richnefs of colour in their 
apparel, and the eafy, light mannerin which they are clothed. 
The European mode of drefs is certainly injurious to a fine 
form; hence it is, that the modern f{cubptor and hiftoric 
painter labour under many difadvantages which the ancient 
artifts did not, particularly the Greeks; who in their exhibi- 
tion of their gymnaftic games, had daily opportunities of 
fludying the matcular exertions of the human figure in every 
poihble pofition. 

I am led tothefe remarks from the obfervations we made, 
while at Naples, on fome Tunifens, and others from the 
Greek iflands, who, from their mode of drefs, poffefleda 
fhape more approaching tothe beauty of the antique flatues, 
than any living figure we had yet feen. 





Curious INSTANCE of EASTERN KNOWLEDGE. 


\ J ITH refpeé& to binomial theorem, the application of 
it to fractional indices will, perhaps, for ever remain 
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the exclufive property of Newton; but the following quef- 
tion and its folution, evidently fhew that the Hindoos under. 
flood itin whole numbers to the full as well as Briggs, and 
much better than Pafcal. Dr. Hutton, in a valuable edition 
of Sherwin’s Tables, has lately done juftice to Briggs; but 
Mr. Whitchell, who fome years before pointed out Briggs 
as the undoubted inventor of the differential method, faid he 
had found fome indications of the binomial theorem in 
much older authors. The method, however, by which that 
great man inveftigated the powers independent of each other, 
is exa€tly the fame as that in the following tranflation from 
the Sanfcrit. 

A Rajah’s palace had eight doors ; now thefe doors may 
either be opened by one at atime or by two at atime, or by 
three at atime, and fo on through the whole, till at laft all are 
opened together ; itis required to tellthe number of times 
this can be done ? 

Set down the number of the doors, and proceed in order, 
gradually decreafing by one to unity, and then in contrary 
order as follows :— 

87654321 
12934567 8 

Divide the firft number 8 by the unit under it, and the 
quotient 8 fhews the number of times the doors can be epened 
by oneat atime: multiply this laft 8 by the next term 7, 
and divide the produét by the 2 beneath it, and the refult 28 is 
the number of times that two different doors may be opened ; 
multiply the laft found 28 by the next figure 6, and divide 
the produét by the 3 beneath it, and the quotient 56 fhews 
the number of times that three different doors may be opened. 
Again this 56 multiplied by the neyt 5, divided by the 4 be- 
neath it, is 70, the number of times that four different doors 
may be opened : in the fame manner 56 is the number of 
5's that can be opened ;_ 28 the number of times that © can 
beopened ; 8 the number of times that 7 can be opened ; 
and laftly, 1 is the number of times the whole may be 
opened together; and the fum of all the different times 
18 255. 





HINTS RELATIVE to AGRICULTURE. 


HE increafing dearnefs of moft of thofe kinds of grain 
that are commonly employed in the feeding of hogs, 


Vor. XXXVI. 3G poultry, 
























35° THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


poultry, and other domeftic animals, fhould lead farmers to 
the cultivation of fuch other fubftances as can be advanta- 
geoufly grown on the poorer forts of foil, and employed 
with equal or fuperior effeéts as articles of food for them. 
OF this fort is buck-wheat, which, from the few attempts 
that have been made with it, has been found to be readily 
cultivated ; to thrive well on foils of inferior qualities, and 
to be highly produétive. For this grain, the ground fhould 
be ploughed fo as to render it tolerably fine ; it may then be 
fown about the fame time, and in the fame way as barley, and 
at the rate of two bufhels and an half to the acre. Little or 
no cultivation is neceflary whilethe crop is growing, and it 
may be cut at the fame period as other grain. 

So far as we have been able to afcertain its powers in fat. 
tening animals, it has conftantly been fuperior to both oats and 
barley. 

The commoner forts of potatoes, fuch as thofe that are 
termed yams, may be cultivated with great profit for the fame 
purpofes, as they are not only very produétive, but capable 
of being raifed on poor land, and when prepared by means 
of fteam are highly nutritious and fattening to various forts 
of animals. They go much further than is generally fup- 
pofed when giveninthis way. Befides, the growing of this 
root is an excellent preparation for wheat. 

In the feeding and fattening of all forts of animals, in 
order to produce the greateft effetis, different kinds of food 
fhould be alternately made ufe of : by this method they may 
be made fat at confiderable le{s expence, and in much lefs 
time, than by the ordinary mode of confining them to one 
particular fort of meat. This is a faét that has long been 
noticed by graziers, who, to expedite the fattening of 
their cattle, have frequently recourfe to the change of pal- 
ture. . 

It would feem alfo probable, that by proper attention to 
variety in the food of milch cows, and the more frequent 
milking of them, much larger quantities of milk might be 
produced, asthe fecretion of that fluid would thereby be con- 
fiderably promoted. Grains, turnips, cabbages, grafs, and 

hay might be conveniently enough alternately employed with 
this view. Some part of this fyftem of management has 1n- 
deed been adopted by intelligent cow-keepers, but the 
whole, we believe, might very beneficially be put in execu- 
tion, 
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An Account of an Embaffy to the kingdom of Ava, fent by 
the Governor General of India, in 1795, by Michael 
Symes, E/q. Major in his Majefty’s 76th Regiment, 


N AJOR SYMES very properly prefixes to his account 

of this embaffy, an abridged hiftory of the kingdom 
of Ava, acountry at prefent but little known, though, from 
its fituation and extent, of confiderable importance to the 
commercial and political interefts of our Indian fettlements. 
The recent extenfion of our térritorial acquifitions in this 
diftant quarter of the globe, and the important confequences 
which cannot fail to refult from it, render it a duty incum- 
bent on the public to afford every poflible encouragement 
to thofe who have the ability and the inclination to enlarge 
the ftock of our knowledge, refpetting nations which may 
be deftined, as our allies or enemies, to play a con{picuous 
part in the theatre of Indian politics, 

There are certainly no civilized countries on the habitable 
globe, of which we have fo imperfeét a knowledge, as of 
thofe extenfive territories which are fituated between the 
Britifh poffeffions 1 in India, and the vaft empire of China. 

The ancients knew little more than that fuch a country as 
India extra Gangem did exift. And the darknefs which ob- 
fcured its hiftory was not, even partially, difpelled, until the 
clofe of the fifteenth century, when Malacca was taken 
pofleflion of by the Portugucfe, and the foundation of general 
wealth to Europe was laid on the deilruétion of the Egyptian 
and the Venetian trade. 

To the writers of Portugal are we chiefly indebted for the 
little information which has been obtained on the eaftern 
parts of India; information, obfcured indeed, by a copious 
mixture of fidtion, and contufed by a variety of hyberbolical 
ornament, but itill valuable ; even trom the aula pro- 
duétions of that prince of liars, Mendez de Pinto, much 
ufetul intelligence may be extratted. 

From the teftimony of the Portuguefe hiftorians it ap- 
pears, that inthe middle of the fixteenth century, four power- 
ful {tates divided amongft them the regions that lie between 
the fouth-eaft province of Britifh India, Yunan in China, 
andthe Eaftern Sea; their territories extended from Caflay 
and Afflam,* on the N. W. as far fouth eaftward as the ifland 
of Junkfeylon. Thefe nations were known to Europeans by 
the names of Arracan, Ava, Pegue, and Siam. Arracan, 

3G e2 properly 


* There are fome petty, independent Princes whofe lands intervene. 
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properly Yee-Kein, borders on the S. E. province of Britith 
India, and includes the coat, with what is called the Broken 
Iilands, as far fouth as Cape Negrais.t 

“* Ava, the name of the ancient capital of the Birmans, 
has been ufually accepted, as the name of the country at 
large, whichis Miamma. ‘This empire is fituated eaftward of 
Arracan, from which it divided by a ridge of lofty moun- 
tains, called by the natives Anou-pec-tou-miou, or the great 
weftern hilly country. 

*“ On the N. W. it is feparated from the kingdom of 
Caffay by the river Keen-duem; on the north it is bounded 
by mountains and petty independent. principalities, that lie 
contiguous to Aflam; on the north-eaft and eaft, it touches 
on China, and North Siam; on the fouth, its limits have fo 
often varied, that it is difficult to afcertain them with any 
precifion. 

The city of Prome} or Pee, feems to be the original and 
natural boundary of the Birman empire, although conquef 
has fince itretched their dominion feveral degrees farther 
fouth. Pegue, called by the natives Bagoo, is the country 
fouthward of Ava, which occupies the fea coaft as far as 
Martaban, properly Mondimaa: Prome was its northern 
frontier, and Siam adjoined on the eatt. 

* The kingdom ot Siam, or Shaan, comprehended as far 
fouth as Junkfeylon, eafl to Cambodia and Laos, and north 
to Dzmee, (probably the Chiamee of Loubere,} and Yunan 
in China. This nation calls itfelf Tai, and is further dif- 
tinguifhed by the appellations Tai-yay, or great Tai, and 
‘Tai-nay, or litthe Tai; their former capital was named 
Yodia, or Yoodra; by De Pinto, Codia; whence the 
Siamefe are frequently, by the Birmans, denominaied 
Yoodras. ‘Thefe boundaries, however, may be confidered 
rather as the claim of each fiate, than its a¢tual poflefhon: 
viciffiudes of viétory and defeat alternately extended and 
contraéted their dominions. 

Pinto, and Faria de Souza, agreed that the Birmans, 
though tormerly fubjeét to the King of Pegue, became al- 
terwards matters of Ava, and caufed a revolution in Pegue, 
about the middle of the fixteenth century. Hamilton, a 
much more recent author, fays, that the kingdom of the 
Birmans extended fromm * Maravi,’’ probably Mergui, near 

Tenaflerem, 

+ See Hamilton’s new account of the Eaft-Indies. 


t It is doubtful whether Prome, of right, belonged to Ava of 
ue; it was claimed by both, and often changed its poffeffor. 
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Tenafferem, to the province of Yunan in China, about 8000 
miles trom north to fouth, and 25° from eaft to weft. 

The Portuguefe affifled the Birmans in their wars againft 
the Pegeurs, and, according to Pinto, performed prodigies 
of valour. The account of the capture of Martaban, and 
the treafures found therein, far exceeds the limits of belief. 

“ The Portuguefe continuedto exercife an influence in 
the Birman and Pegue countries, and a ftill greater in Arracan, 
fo long as they maintained an afcendency over other Euro- 
pean nations in the eaft, but on the feizure of their fettle. 
menis, and abridgement of their dominions by the Dutch, 
the confequence that had been defervedly annexed to the 
Portuguefe name funk into infignificance ; and the Chriftian 
fettlers degenerated into a contemptible race, diftinguifhed 
only by their feeblenefs and vice. 

** During the reign of Louis XIV. feveral fplendid at- 
tempts were made to propagate the doftrines of the Church 
of Rome, and advance the interefls of the French nation, in 
the kingdom of Siam. 

Concerning thefe expeditions, accounts of unquef- 
tionable fidelity have been publifhed ; little, however is re- 
lated of Ava, and Pegue, with whom, the Abbe Choify fays 
“ The King of Siam was conflantly at war.” 

We find that at the beginning of the feventeenth century, 
the Englifh and Dutch obtained fettlements in different parts 
of the Birman dominions; and that, in 1687, the former 
took polleffion of the ifland of Negrais, but their attention 
being occupied by the precarious flate of their affairs in 
another quarter of Afia, this fettlement was turned to no 
account. 

“ The fupremacy of the Bramins over the Pegeurs con- 
tinued throughout the Jaft, and during the firft forty years of 
the prefent century, when the Pegeurs in the province of 
Della, Martaban, Tongo, and Prome, revolted ; a civil war 
enfued, which was profecuted with great warmth on both 
fides and favage ferocity. 

In the year 1744, the Britifh faftory at Syriam was de- 
ftroyed by the contending parties, and the views of com- 
merce were fulpended by precautions of perfonal fecurity. 
Succefs long continued doubtful : at length the Peguers, by 
the aid of arms procured from Europeans trading to their 
ports, and with the alliflance of fome renegade Dutch and 
native Portuguefe, gained feyeral vi€tories over the Birmans, 
inthe years 1750and 1751. Thefe advantages they purfued 
with fo much vigour, that, early in 1752, the capital of Ava 
was 
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was invefled. The Birmans, difheartened by repeated de. 
feats, after a fhort fiege, furrendered at difcretion. Dweep. 
dee, the Jaft of a long line of Birman Kings, was made pri- 
foner with all his family, excepttwo fons, who cffeéed their 
efcape to the Siamefe; from whom they found a friendly 
reception, and were flattered with aflurances of fecurity and 
fuccour.” 

“* Buta revolution not more extraordinary than unex petted 
was foon atchieved by a Birman, named Alompra, a man of 
low extraétion, who, after various fucceflive ftruggles, fue- 
ceeded not merely in recovering the Birman territory, but in 
completing the conqueft of Pegue, and in fecuring for him. 
felf the abfolute monarchy of the whole united country. 
This tranfaétion took place at the commencement of the year 
1757. During his reign, which ended with his life in 1760, 
he took every means that prudence could fuggeft, or ambi- 
tion devife, for the confolidation of his power, and the ex- 
tenfion of his dominions. 

*“ Confidering the limited progrefs the Birmans had yet 
made, in arts that refine, and {cience that tends to expand, the 
human mind, Alompra, whether viewed tn the light of a po- 
litician, or a fqldier, is undoubtedly entitled to refpeét. The 
wifdom of his councils fecured what his valour had acquired ; 
he was not more eager for conqueft, than attentive to the im. 
provement of his territories, and the profperity of his peo- 
ple ; he iffued a fevere edi& againft gambling, and prohibited 
the ufe of fpirituous liquors throughout his dominions ; he 
reformed the rhooms, or courts of juflice ; he abridged the 
power of magiilrates, and forbade them to decide at their 
private houfes on criminal caules, or property, where the 
amount exceeded a fpecified fum ; every procefs of im- 
portance was decided in public, and every decice regiftered. 
His reign was fhort but vigorous ; and had his life been pro- 
longed, it is probable, that his country would at this day have 
been farther advanced in national refinement and the liberal 


« ? ” 
arts. 





Tie Rev, Mr, Beeke’s Obfervations on the Population of 
Great Britain. 


N attempting to calculate from data, which had never be- 
fore been made ufe of, I could not hope to efcape fome 
errors, which fuller information and repeated confideration 
of 
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of the fubje& have enabled me to detef&t. But it is no {mall 
gratification to me to be able to fay that I was not betrayed 
into any exaggeration. I have fince colleéted a confiderable 
body of evidence, which, when properly examined, uni- 
formly confirms my affertion, that the population of England 
and Wales is really not much lefs than 11,000,000; and 
thows that a greater portion of it is agricultural than I even 
ventured to fuppofe ; and that jt has been, and ftill is, in- 
creafing with a rapidity which far exceeds the opinions that’ 
are gencrally entertained refpeéting it. 

I fhall not detain the reader from the immediate objeé& of 
inguiry by any minute detail of the fats on which thefe 
aflertions are tounded; becaufe I hope that a fhort time will 
enable me to offer to the public, a “ View of the Progrefs 
and prefent State of the Population of England and Wales,” 
which will contatn authentic documents that confirm all I 
have faid on this fubjeét in its fulleft extent. 

From thefe documents, it will appear probable that the 
population of England and Wales (which is generally ad- 
mitted to have been about 6,500,000 in the year 1700, and 
which rather diminilhed till after the peace of Utrecht), had, 
in the year 1757, when the militia was firft raifed by ballot, 
increafed to rather morethan eight millions. From that time 
tothe end of the American war, the increafe amounted to 
about one million; and fince the conclufion of that war, 
has amounted to almoft two millions more, making the pre- 
fent number between 10,500,000 and 11,000,000, It is alfo 
probable that this increafe is now continuing at the rate of 
confiderably more than 100,000 annually, after deduéting all 
commercial and military walle. 

The caufes of this rapid increafe are not at all difficult to 
explain; and the proots of it reft on the militia lifts and 
others of a fimilar kind; on parochial regifters; on the 
proportion of houfes affeffed to the whole number; on the 
diftribution and employments of the people; and ona coin- 
parifon of thofe documents with aétual enumerations. 

If it had occurred to Dr. Price to refer to the militia lifts, 
or even only to flate his argument from affeffed houfes, by 
feparate counties, inftead of reafoning from the aggregate 
number, there can be little doubt but that he would imme- 
diately have difcovered the caufes of his miflake, in calcu- 
lating the population at little more than half the true num- 
ber when he wrote; and the general prejudices on_ this 
fubjeét would long fince have been removed. 

In 
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In the premifes on which he founded his calculation of the 
population of Middlefex and London, there are three very 
important and demonftrable miflakes, by which the number 
depending on that calculation is reduced more than one. 
fifth. 

London and Middlefex increafed very rapidly during the 
early part of the prefent century, but diminifhed for a con- 
fiderable {pace of time after the ruinous South-Sea year, and 
have again very remarkably increafed fince 1770, 


The population of both together was 
in 1700 about 620,000 


in 1722 . - 800,000 
in 1748 - - 750,000 
in 1799 - 1,000,000 





OSSIAN’s ADDRESS ¢0 the SUN. 


Thou that rolleft above, round as the fhield of my 

fathers, whence are they beams, O Sun! whence thy 
everlafling light! thou comett forth in thy awful beauty, and 
the ftars hide themfelves in the fky. The moon, cold and 
pale, finks in the weftern wave; but thou, thou thyfelf, 
moveft alone! Who can be a companion of thy courfe? 
The oaks of the mountains fall, the mountains themfelves 
decay with years, the ocean fhrinks and grows again, the 
moon herfelf is loft in heaven; but thou art for ever the 
fame, rejoicing in the brightnefs of thy courfe! when the 
world is dark with tempefts; when the thunder rolls and 
lightning flies, thou looke{t in thy beauty from the clouds, 
and laugheft at the ftorm. But to Offian thou lookeft in 
vain; for he beholds thy beams no more, whether thy yellow 
hair flows on the eaflern cloud, or thou trembleft at the gates 
of the weft. 





REFLECTIONS. 


HE badnefs of the times (as the vulgar phrafe expreffes 
afcene of diftrefs), frequently depends more on thole 
who govern the fhip, than the weather. 
When the fpirit of incelleét purifies the groffnefs of fen- 
fuality, the table furnifhes a cheering recruit for nature, anc 
the feaft isexquilitely gratifying, and fit for a rationaltft. 
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9 CHARACTER 
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CHARACTER of KING CHARLES II. 
By the Rev. Mr. Betsuam. 


HARLES the SECOND was endowed by nature with 

qualities which gave him a juft title to popularity, and 
his wonderful reftoration to the throne of his anceftors, 
amidit the univerfal acclamations of his fubjeéts, after twenty 
years of calamity and confufion, feemed to prognofticate a 
reign of unexampled felicity. Adverfity has been ftiled the , 
fchool of princes, and he poffeffed a capacity which might 
have enabled him to derive the moft effential benefits from 
its difcipline. His knowledge, though not extenfive or 
profound, was of that fpecies, which, in public life, is of 
the higheft importance, and which, if it had been rightly ap- 
plied, would have conferred an honourable diftinétion upon 
his charaéter. He was well acquainted with hiftory and po- 
litics; he underftood the interefts of his country, and per- 
fetly knew the rank fhe was entitled to hold amongft the 
powers of Europe. He was pofleffed of the moit infi- 
nuating and graceful addrefs, and, without departing from 
the dignity of his ftation, he knew how to charm all who ap- 
proached his perfon by the unaffected condefcenfion and en- 
gaging affability of his manners. Notwithftanding, how- 
ever, the flattering appearances which raifed fo high the 
hopes of his fubjeéts and the expeftations of the world, fuch 
and fo great were his deviations from the ftandard of politi- 
cal and moral reétitude, that he incurred, before the conclu- 
fion of his reign, the indignation, the odium, and contempt 
of every friend of liberty and virtue. 





Anfwer, by G, Hazel, of Clovelly, to T, Warren’s Queftion, 
anferted June 16, 


ET x reprefent the O of the perpendicular of the A, 
put b= of 48—c=—— 0121, d==00 of 5, and e==0O of 
5,and e=01 of 3. Then per queftion, and nature of a A, 
wehave x--b==1 of the longeft fide, and x-+c—=01 of the 
hhorteft fide. Further, per queflion, we have this ratio: 
Asde?ix-+btx-fe.. Hence dx-+-de==ex-+eb, from which 
wehave x=2006,9375. The OU of the perpendicular being 
found, the required fides are eafily difcovered to be = 
53,953, and 32,3718, for as 5337: 53,952232,3718. Q. E. D. 
*x* We have received the like anfwer from J. B. Chi- 
Vers,of St. Auftell. 
Vou.XXXVI. 3H Anfwer, 
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tr We have received the likeanfwer from R. Andrews, 
of Kingfbridge; G. Andrews, of Modbury ; R. Champion, 
near Caftle Cary; G. Coulman, of Broadhempftone; and 
R. Maffett, of Saltath. 
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Anfwer, by R, Baker, of the Poole Volunteers,to 7, Staple's 


Charade, inferted Fuly 28, 


S o’erthe narrow FORD of life we fteer, 
May we be ABLE ever to keep clear 
From all the “ fhallow miferies” which lie 
In this our paffage to eternity. 





A REBUS, by W. G. of Yeovil. 


Number firft, ye gents. is my defire ; 

A city next, good Sirs, in Devonfhire ; 
A ruling paffion now, ye fcribes, unfold ; 
A bride of Neptune’s next I pray behold; 
And now a mountain where the gods refide ; 
What was my firft’s my laft, and nought befides; 
The initials rightly join’d with plenty fhew 
A Britifh hero to his country true. 





A CHARADE, by P. Gove, of Exeter, 


HEN night fheds its veil o’er the plain, 
And mortals lie buried in fleep ; 
When the late cloudy fky is ferene, 
And filence reigns o’er the deep. 


When the flocks are retir’d to the fold, 
And the fhepherd has lain by his pipe, 

My firft you may then, gents. behold, 
Conf{picuous and pleafing to fight. 


When Aurora her bluthes difplays, 

And the mountains are tinged with gold, 
Its beauty fades fwiftly away, 

And my fecond you’ll clearly behold, 


My whole from thefe parts will arife, 
Which {peedily you will difplay, 

For flender and faint’s the difguife, 
And quickly muft yanifh away. 


9 POETRY. 
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THE MAGDALEN, 


[Founded on a Circumftance, which really happened in London. } 


AS one frail, by love betray’d, 
Who long had mourn’d her lofs of fame, 
Took refuge in the houfe of peace*; 

Emilia was her happier name. 


Wan was her cheek, her vifage pale, 
Yet fweetly beam’d her languid eye; 

Her faded form fiill own’d a grace, 
Which almoft might with beauty vie. 


Her modeft air, her decent grief, 
Befpoke her of no mean defcent 5 

Her tears, her never ceafing pray’rs, 
Evinc’d a heart with anguifh rent, 


Two years in filent forrow pals’d ; 
A rev’rend paftor pre(s’d to know 
(In hopes to eafe her lab’ring breaft), 
The fource of fuch relentlefs woe. 


“* Why urge the ungrateful theme?” fhe ery’d ? 
** Guilt 1s the fource of all my grief; 

** I’ve ftain’d a father’s cheek with fhame: 
** In vain you’d miaifter relief. 


** In vain the flatterer hope would urge 
** A parent’s heart is mercy’s feat ; 

‘* That he’d not fee my tears unmov’d, 
‘* Unmov'd behold me at his feet. 


** How could I dare to view that face, 

‘© Where once the kindeft feelings fhone! 
** How dare to meet a father’s look, 

** And know thofe kindeft feelings gone! 


** You, Rev’rend Sir, who thus have wrung 
** From guilt her melancholy tale; 

*© When I am dead, Oh! fhade my crimes, 
*© With dark oblivion’s thickeft veil!” 


With tend’ reft charity infpir’d, 

The holy man, with foothing art, 
Thuscalm’d the tumults of defpair, 

And cheer’d the mourner’s drooping heart : 


** Huth'd be your forrows, helplefs fair! 
** Renounce thefe agonizing tears ; 

** Your earthly parent will forgive, 
*© And love divine accept your tears,” 


* The Magdalen Hofpital, 
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He then, with fleps of anxious fpeed, 
Hafles to her father’s difmal home :—= 

** A fuppliant for your child,” he faid, ee 
** To thee for pardon am I come.” pee» 


** Shame on the wretch !” the father cry’d ; 
the forth efcap’d one burfting figh): 

** [ll not forgive ;—but take this gold, 
** As from yourfelf her wants fupply. 


** Oh! how my fond, my doating foul, 
‘* Inther did every comfort find ! W 
“* T thought, alas! her beauteous face F 
** An index of her perfe& mind.” 


** Faded, he faid, ‘* is now that face ; 
*© Too foon the icy hand of death —_— 

** (While you refufe her laft requeQ), 
** Forever flops Emilia’s breath |” 


** Death, faidftthou? No! fhe thall not die! 
** Condu& me to my muchelov’d child: _— 
** Oh! let me fold herin my arms, 
** And {peak {weet mercy’s accents mild |’ 


He went, and with a parent’s voice Dr. E 
He fpake {weet mercy’s accents mild: r 
His love return’d, within his arms 
He long’d to ftrain his forrowing child. 











Mute on his face awhile the gaz’d: E]} 
** And art thou, artthou come ?” fhe cry’d; 
** Raptur’d with joy, my fpirits fail |” ; P 
Then falling at his feet, the dy’d. M. D 
) Th 
excell 
DESCRIPTION of the ANGRY BULL, culty. 
By James Hurpis, D. D. ing th 





? terial 
Tis pleafure to approach, fuppl 
And by the ftrong fence thielded, view fecure PI 
Thy terrors, nature, in the favage bull ! extrat 
Soon as he marks me, be the tyrant fierce, oe 
To earth defcends his head ; bard breathe his lungs at V 
| Upon the duffy fod; a fulky leer : 
Gives double horror to the trowning curls exam 
: Which weap bis forehead ; and ere long be heard, I thal 
From the deep cavern of his lordly throat mad 
The growl idhiffereble. Not more dread, ae 
And not more fullen the profoundeft peal pany 
Of the far-diflant ftorm, which o’er the deep, from 
Cloth’din the pallof midnight premature, and 


At evening bangs, and jars the folid eatth 
With itssemote explofion. Tramples then Barb 
The furly brute impatient of difdain, 2s 
Apd {purns the foil with irritated hoof, 


Himlelf inhaler of the dufly thow’r metal 

Himielf infulted by the pebbly cloud, farie: 

Which bis vain fury raifes. Nothing fear’d, 18 rig 
iT) 


Let him incens’d from agitated lungs 

Blow bis thrill tromp acute till echo ring, 
And witha leer of malice fleal away, are | 
Alfault and vengeance {wearing ere be long ! 





